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past offenses include assault, resisting arrest, assault on a police 
officer, and violation of a restraining order. What is even more 
shocking is that he was nowhere near the top rank in terms of 
number of arrests in that one county in Lincoln, Nebraska; he 
ranked number 40! Thus, there were 39 offenders in that county 
who had been arrested more frequently. In fact, the authorities 
there reported that a few had more than 500 arrests. This is an 
example, albeit extreme, of what is meant by persistence or dura-
tion of a criminal career.

Perhaps the most discussed and researched aspect of developmen-
tal theory is offender frequency, referred to as lambda. Estimates 
of lambda, or average frequency of offending by criminals over 
a year period, vary greatly.10 Some estimates of lambda are in 
the high single digits, and some are in the triple digits. Given this 
large range, it does not do much good in estimating the frequency 
of most offenders. Rather, the frequency depends on many, many 

  
Kevin Holder has been 
arrested at least 226 
times for a variety of 
offenses.
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